
AP English Language and Composition                                                                                                 
Summer 2016 Reading Assignment                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                    
Miss Hripsime Moskovian                                                                                                                                         

E-mail: hripsimem@villagechristian.org 

Welcome to AP English Language! The focus of this class is an intensive analysis of literature- 
fiction, poetry, drama, and nonfiction. You will learn how to analyze writing by discerning the 
author’s use of strategies and techniques, and eventually applying these same strategies into your 
own writing. Additionally, special attention will be focused on preparing students for the AP 
Language and Composition exam in May. 

Over the summer, all prospective AP Language students are required to read multiple texts as 
well as prepare various assignments. While this class is considered a college-level course, you 
are meant to enjoy the reading content. Below is a breakdown of what you will read over the 
summer, what you will do while reading, and what is expected of you post-reading. Students 
who fail to complete the summer assignments will begin the year with several zeroes in the 
gradebook, and will risk the opportunity to continue with the course. 

MATERIALS:  

• 1 inch 3-ring binder, divided into 5 tabs 

o Notes  

o Graded Work 

o Handouts on Reading Material 

o Rhetoric  

o Multiple Choice 

• Pencils and pens, plus, a highlighter or marker in any color besides red  

• Loose leaf paper placed into binder under “Notes”  

• Any sized post-it sticky notes  
 

• A copy of The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 
 

• Completed summer work, including a copy of your nonfiction text 
 

 
A more detailed class syllabus will be available online during the summer and on Meet the Teacher Night 
in August. 
 



ASSIGNMENT #1: LITERARY TERMS DICTIONARY  

This course requires academic language and writing. You must have an understanding of the terminology 
used while reading and discussing literature. Below is a list of literary terms which are relevant to this 
course, though it is assumed you are already familiar with other literary devices. Create a Literary Terms 
Dictionary by defining each term below. You will be referencing these terms throughout the year, and 
they will come up frequently in class discussions and on exams/quizzes. 

Place college-ruled paper into the “Notes” section of your 3-ring binder, and define each of the terms 
below. If you wish, you may type your Literary Terms Dictionary and place it into your 3-ring binder.  
You can expect a quiz on these terms within the first few weeks of school. 

DUE DATE: a typed or handwritten dictionary will be submitted on the first day of school 

Rhetorical Terms (concepts and terminology related to rhetoric and argument) 

- appeals: ethos, pathos, logos 

- argument 

- defend, challenge, qualify 

- rhetoric 

- rhetorical devices 

- rhetorical modes 

- style 

Literary and Stylistic Terms (useful for discussions of style) 

- connotation  

- denotation 

- diction 

- euphemism 

- hyperbole 

- juxtaposition 

- mood 

- syntax 

- tone 

- understatement 

- voice 

Literary and Rhetorical Devices 

- allegory 

- alliteration 

- allusion 

- analogy 

- anaphora 

- anecdote 

- irony 

- metaphor 

- metonymy  

- motif 

- oxymoron 

- paradox 

- parallelism 

- personification 

- pun 

- satire 

- simile 

- synecdoche  

 

 



ASSIGNMENT #2: RHETORICAL ANALYSIS ESSAY 
 
For this assignment, you must choose a non-fiction book from the list provided. You will read and 
annotate the book. As you read, identify the author’s argument/claim/purpose; what point is he/she 
making? Additionally, identify author’s use of literary devices.  
 
Once you are done reading the book, write an essay in which you analyze the techniques (rhetorical and 
literary strategies) that the author uses in order to support his/her argument. Ask yourself: what is his/her 
point, and how is he/she getting it across? You must back your analysis up with evidence from the text. 
Use your Literary Terms Dictionary to help you identify strategies and devices. Avoid merely 
summarizing the text. 
 
The essay must be typed, double spaced, 12 point font, Times New Roman, and in correct MLA 
formatting. Because this is a formal essay, it must also be five paragraphs in length. You can divide your 
body paragraphs by main concepts or by devices. 

This essay will be graded according to the College Board’s 9-point scale. A rubric for the essay is 
attached. 

DUE DATE: a typed and printed hard copy of the essay will be submitted on the first day of school 

AP RECOMMENDED NONFICTION BOOKS 

Fast Food Nation by Eric Schlosser                                                                                                                             
Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting by in America by Barbara Ehrenreich                         
Overachievers: The Secret Lives of Driven Kids by Alexandra Robbins                                            
Black Hawk Down by Mark Bowden                                                         
The Glass Castle: by Jeanette Walls                                                 
Freakonomics by Malcolm Gladwell                                                             
Alone Together: Why We Expect More From Technology and Less From Each Other by Sherry Turkle 
The Beauty Myth: How Images of Beauty Are Used Against Women by Naomi Wolf   
                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GENERIC RUBRIC FOR RHETORICAL ANALYSIS ESSAY 

   
9 Papers earning a score of 9 meet the critera for 8 papers and, in addition are 

especially full or apt in their analysis or demonstrate particularly impressive 
control of language.  

96% and 
above 

8 Essays earning a score of 8 respond to the prompt EFFECTIVELY. They 
effectively analyze how the rhetorical strategies the author uses develops the 
argument. These essays refer to the passage explicitly. The prose demonstrates an 
ability to control a wide range of the elements of effective writing but is not 
necessarily flawless. 

95 % 

7 Papers earning a score of 7 fit the description of 6 papers, but provide a more 
complete analysis or demonstrate a more mature prose style. 

 

90% 

6 Essays earning a score of 6 respond ADEQUATELY to the prompt. They 
adequately analyze how the rhetorical strategies the author uses develop 
the argument. These essays refer to the passage explicitly. The writing may 
contain lapses in diction or syntax, but generally, the prose is clear. 

 

85% 

5 Essays earning a score of 5 analyze how the rhetorical strategies the author uses 
develops the argument  but do so unevenly, inconsistently, or 
insufficiently.  These essays refer to the passage explicitly. The writing may 
contain lapses in diction or syntax, but it usually conveys the student’s ideas. 

 

80% 

4 Essays earning a score of 4 respond to the prompt INADEQUATELY. They may 
offer little discussion of how the rhetorical strategies the author uses develops the 
argument, or they may analyze them incorrectly. These essays refer to the passage 
explicitly. The prose generally conveys the student’s ideas but may suggest 
immature control of writing. 

75% 

3 Essays earning a score of 3 meet the criteria for a score of 4 but are less perceptive 
about how the rhetorical strategies the author  uses develops the argument and/or 
are less consistent in controlling the elements of writing 

 

70% 

2 Essays earning a score of 2 demonstrate LITTLE SUCCESS in analyzing how the 
rhetorical strategies the author uses develops the argument. These essays may 
misunderstand the prompt, offer vague generalizations, substitute simpler tasks 
such as summarizing the passage, or simply list rhetorical strategies. The prose 
often demonstrates consistent weaknesses in writing. 

 

65% 

1 Papers earning a score of 1 meet the criteria for a score of 2 but are undeveloped, 
especially simplistic in their analysis, or weak in their control of language. 

 

60% and 
below 

 



ASSIGNMENT #3: DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 

Read and annotate The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain. Annotations (highlighting and 
notes) must be detailed, as you will be using the book to respond to an in-class essay. As you read and 
annotate, pay close attention to passages that relate to the following themes: 

 
a. Man vs. Society 
b. Hypocrisy (particularly amongst “civilized” society) 
c. Slavery & Racism 
d. Symbolism of the Mississippi River 
e. Religion and Superstition 

Once you are done with the book, create a dialectical journal. Your journal will be divided into three 
columns: 

f. the first column will be for meaningful passages (include chapter and page number) 
g. the second column will be for a summary and paraphrase of the passage 
h. the third column will be for analysis for the passage 

Select 12 meaningful passages/quotes that adequately draw from the beginning, middle, and end of the 
novel. There is no minimum or maximum length for quotations or analysis. Each person’s dialectical 
journal will look different depending on how it’s formatted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GRADING RUBRIC FOR DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 

 

 Level “A”  
(90-100 points) 

Level “B”  
(80-89 points) 

Level “C”  
(70-79 points) 

Level “D”  
(50-69 points) 

 
Selected 

Quotations & 
Passages 

Meaningful 
quotations and 
passages selected.  
Appropriate 
attention is paid to 
seemingly 
insignificant 
details. 

Good quotations 
and passages are 
selected, but some 
are less meaningful. 

Few good 
quotations and 
passages selected. 

Hardly any good 
quotations and 
passages selected. 

 
Interpretation 

Thoughtful, 
mature, and 
engaging. Avoids 
cliché and delves 
into themes. 

Intelligent analysis. 
Discusses themes 
generally. 

Sometimes vague, 
unsupported 
analysis. Some 
plot summary 
seen. 

Basic plot 
summaries and 
paraphrases. 

 
 

Literary 
Elements 

Journals 
occasionally 
discuss diction, 
imagery, syntax, 
style, etc… and 
how these elements 
contribute to 
meaning. 

Includes 
discussions of these 
elements, but fails 
to fully explain how 
they contribute to 
meaning. 

Simply lists 
literary elements 
but doesn’t discuss 
how they add to 
the meaning of the 
novel. 

Few literary 
elements 
mentioned, and 
almost no 
discussion of their 
meaning. 

 
Connections & 

Thoughtful 
Questions 

Insightful, personal 
connections. 
Thought-provoking 
questions are asked 
and fully explored. 

Some personal 
connections are 
made. Questions 
arise from the text. 

Few connections 
are made; obvious 
questions are 
asked. 

Few connections, if 
any; no questions 
explored. 

 
Coverage of 

Text 

Dialectical journal 
thoroughly covers 
the entire novel. 

Journal covers only 
the most important 
parts of the text. 

Journal covers 
most parts, but 
some portions are 
disregarded. 

Huge portions of 
the novel are 
disregarded. 

 
Presentation 

Neat, organized, 
looks professional, 
and follows 
directions.  

Neat and readable. 
Follows directions. 

Some portions are 
hard to read. Some 
directions have not 
been followed. 

Unprofessional 
presentation that is 
hard to read. Fails 
to follow most 
directions. 

 

 

 

 

 



SAMPLE DIALECTICAL JOURNAL FROM TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD 

 

Meaningful Passage Summary/Paraphrase Analysis 

 
“I wanted you to see what real 
courage is, instead of getting 
the idea that courage is a man 
with a gun in his hand.” 
(chapter 11, page 149) 
 

 
Atticus is explaining to Jem 
what his definition of courage 
is, and why he allows Jem to 
spend those long afternoons 
reading to Mrs. Dubose, despite 
the terrible things she says 
about them. 

 
This passage serves multiple 
purposes. First, it asserts 
Atticus as a role model for the 
children, though his methods of 
teaching them life lessons are 
unorthodox. He wants his 
children to see the emotional 
ways in which individuals are 
courageous. Second, this 
passage foreshadows Atticus’s 
role in the Tom Robinson case, 
where Atticus will live up to his 
own definition of courage as he 
takes on a challenge he knows 
he may lose. 

 

Be ready for a culminating exam on The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn to be done within the first few 
weeks of school, including a written potion which will assess your ability to write analytically about 
literature.  

Dialectical journals are due on www.turnitin.com prior to midnight on Sunday night, August 7th. All 
students enrolled in AP Language must enroll in the class’s turnitin.com account. Sign in to the website 
using the username/I.D. which you’ve created for previous classes, and then enroll in the course for AP 
Language Summer 2016. There you will also find a scoring rubric for the dialectic journal. 

The enrollment I.D. is 12282222, and the password is moskovian. You will see that an assignment has 
been created for you to submit your dialectical journal. This turnitin account is for all AP Lang. students. 
As of now, I have not created separate accounts for different class periods. 

If you do not have an account with www.turnitin.com, either follow the directions on the site for how to 
create one, or please contact me and we can set one up together. 

 

 

	  


