
2016 Summer Work for Honors 9 English   
  

Welcome to High School and to Honors 9 English! I’m looking forward to a great year. Please 

feel free to contact me through my email if you have any questions regarding this summer 

assignment. I think you will really enjoy reading these novels. 

Thank you, 

Mrs. Anderson (lauria@villagechristian.org)  

The assignment this summer is to read the following two novels: 

• To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

• The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexandre Dumas (use an “abridged” edition) 

  

To prepare for and promote class discussion, you will be recording your thoughts in a dialectical 
journal as you read these novels. You will complete a separate journal for each book. A dialectical 

journal is structured in two columns. On the left side, you will summarize the plot (what happens in 

the story). This is fact or “concrete detail.”  On the right side, you will analyze what you’ve read by 

writing your thoughts, reactions, and questions about what you have read.  This is “commentary” or 

opinion. You may record these on normal lined paper or many students make three column tables in 

a Word document (see the example on the back). You don’t need to look for some special “dialectical 

journal” to purchase. 

For every ten pages in each novel, you should write an entry in your dialectical journal. Keep a 

record of the page numbers in the margin next to your entry. For instance, if the book began on page 

1, you would have an entry for pages 1-10, another for pages 11-20, and another for pages 21-30, 

until the end of the novel. So, if the book had 300 pages, you would have 30 entries in your journal for 

that book.  

 

Please examine the sample dialectic journal entries on the back of this paper.  

  

The summer reading assignment (dialectic journals from the two books) is due to me by Meet the 

Teacher Night, Friday, August 12, 2016. The assignment may be turned in to the Middle School or 

High School Office any time prior to that evening. It may also be mailed to the school (attention: Mrs. 

Anderson). Late work is considered a serious lack of responsibility in honors courses and can 

disqualify the student from the course. Plan your time during the summer so that work is done prior to 

the last minute! Enjoy your reading! 



 
Dialectic Journal Example 

 
Pages From the text: In my head: 

1-10 Reuven and Danny spent the majority of their 
first month of summer together. On Monday, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays, Reuven played 
baseball with his Yeshiva friends, and they 
learned not to question his friendship with 
Danny. After Danny finished studying, he 
would go to the library, and quite often Reuven 
and his father would go as well. Reuven and 
his father also started to study a new section 
of Talmud. 

After the bad incident that 
the team had with Danny, I 
admire the boys for not 
giving Reuven a hard time 
about their relationship. 
Because of their different 
cultures though, I wonder 
how long this relationship 
will last. I think that it is 
good of Reuven to make 
Danny feel so comfortable 
in the library. 

11-20 When Reuven invited Danny over for dinner, 
he turned him down. Reuven’s father 
explained that it was probably because of 
kashruth, a specific set of dietary laws that 
must be followed by Hasidic Jews. On 
Shabbat Reuven spent the day with Danny 
and his father, battling over their 
interpretations of the Talmud. Reuven often 
goes to the movies with his friends, but he 
learns that Danny is not allowed to go to the 
movies. Reuven and his father have also been 
following the war on the radio. 

I think that Reuven 
unknowingly put Danny in 
an awkward position. I feel 
bad for Danny that he can’t 
experience many of the 
normal activities that other 
American boys do.   

21-30 Danny began to read Freud, and had difficulty 
understanding it. He said it was unlike any 
book he had ever read. When he read Freud, 
Reuven read mathematic books. The first one 
he read was too difficult, so he put it aside and 
read a book that his teacher recommended. 

I wonder why Danny is so 
intent on studying Freud. Is 
it because he knows that 
his father would forbid it? I 
think that he will continue 
and get further into it. He is 
so intelligent. This might 
cause more problems for 
him with his father though.  

 
 
 
 


