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AP World History 
Summer Reading Assignment 

Dr. Kendrick 
2017-2018 

 

 
Course Overview 
 
Welcome to AP World History!  This class is a college-level course that covers a wide 
range of material within the themes of political, social, economic, cultural and 
environmental history.  Our goals for the year are many.  First, you will acquire a vast 
knowledge of historical content as our reading and curriculum will cover broad 
regional and global developments.  Some of these include the growth of cities, the rise 
and fall of empires, the development of global trade networks, the spread of world 
religions, and the interactions between humans and the environment.  Next, you are 
charged with the role of the historian.  You will engage with primary documents and 
historiography (the literature of historians) to make and support claims of your own.  
Finally, you will combine your knowledge of world history and your ability to support 
your historical arguments as you take the AP World History exam in May of 2018.  A 
passing score on this exam holds the potential of awarding students college credit for 
their mastery over complex historical themes and content. 
 
I look forward to a rigorous and rewarding year with each of you!  I know you are up 
to the challenge, and look forward to spending the next year with you on this journey 
through time. 
 
Please read the following instructions carefully for your required summer reading.  
The “History of the World in 6 Glasses” writing assignment and the Stearns Ch. 1  
Q-notes are due at the beginning of class on the first day of school on August 21. 
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Summer Reading & Assignments 
 
Part I – Tom Standage, A History of the World in 6 Glasses (Bloomsbury, 2005). 
 

Finding the book:  You can find copies of this book for $17 or less on 
amazon.com, at local bookstores, or in local libraries.  I recommend you 
purchase your own copy so you can take notes and underline in the book, 
however, a borrowed library copy will work as well. 

 
Disclaimer #1:  This book is a history of the world written through the lens of 
various beverages as forms of social and cultural technology.  For instance, the 
chapter on beer sheds insight into aspects of religious and cultural aspects 
society as a result of the agricultural revolution.  The chapter on spirits is 
contextualized within the very important historical development of colonization 
and slavery.  The periodization of the book will provide useful for students in 
conceptualizing the six “periods” of world history as outlined by the AP College 
Board Framework.  In no way does this reading assignment reflect the 
instructor’s or Village Christian School’s endorsement of the misuse of alcoholic 
or caffeinated beverages. 
 
Disclaimer #2:  This book is written by a secular historian who may be writing 
based on certain assumptions about human history that you do not share.  For 
instance, the first few pages discuss the “emergence of ‘anatomically modern’ 
humans, or Homo sapiens sapiens.”  In the first few weeks of class, we will 
discuss our own worldview and our understanding of history from a Biblical 
perspective.  In no way does this reading assignment reflect the instructor’s or 
Village Christian Schools’ endorsement of an evolutionary view of history.  
 
Assignment:  Look over the instructions and questions on page 3.  Read the 
book and work on the writing assignment as you go.  Your responses must be 
numbered, typed and in your own words (plagiarism will not be tolerated).  
The book contains 274 pages of text.  Pace yourself so you are not cramming in 
the last week.  If you read 5 pages for 55 days over the summer, you will have 
plenty of time to complete the reading and writing assignment with no pressure.  
You could also read 10 pages a day for 28 days.  If you are an avid reader, you 
could get this assignment done even more quickly, with plenty of time to spare 
for reading Stearns chapter one, the second part of the summer assignment. 

 
Part II – Stearns, et al., World Civilizations:  The Global Experience (course textbook) 
 

Assignment:  Read Chapter 1 and take Cornell Notes or Q-notes (see template 
attached).  You can recreate this template on lined notebook paper, or you can 
print out copies of the template.  Your work should be printed by handed.  For 
this course, you will be required to take notes with all of your assigned 
textbook reading.  I expect 30 questions with corresponding notes per chapter. 
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“History of the World in 6 Glasses” – Reading & Writing 
Tom Standage, A History of the World in 6 Glasses (Bloomsbury, 2005) 
 
Answer the following questions in thorough responses (about a paragraph or two per 
question).  Type your answers and be sure to number your responses based on the 
questions numbered below.  This assignment is due in hard copy at the beginning of 
class on August 21, along with your Q-notes for Stearns, Chapter 1.  Be sure to 
include a proper assignment heading at the top of your printed assignment. 
 

1. For this course, we will be discussing the ways that historians identify major 
turning points in world history.  In order for you to begin to develop your own 
historical thinking skills of periodization, think about how author the major 
“turning points” for each of the six drinks (or six eras) discussed by the author.  
Identify the beginning point and ending point of the eras outlined by the 
author. 
 

2. Identify and discuss two new broad developments affected human history 
during the period Standage characterizes in his section on beer.  

 
3. Identify and discuss two new broad developments affected human history 

during the period Standage characterizes in his section on wine.  Additionally 
identify and discuss one aspect of human history that remained constant from 
the previous period. 

 
4. Identify and discuss two new broad developments affected human history 

during the period Standage characterizes in his section on spirits. Additionally 
identify and discuss one aspect of human history that remained constant from 
the previous period. 

 
5. Identify and discuss two new broad developments affected human history 

during the period Standage characterizes in his section on tea. Additionally 
identify and discuss one aspect of human history that remained constant from 
the previous period. 

 
6. Identify and discuss two new broad developments affected human history 

during the period Standage characterizes in his section on coffee. Additionally 
identify and discuss one aspect of human history that remained constant from 
the previous period. 

 
7. Identify and discuss two new broad developments affected human history 

during the period Standage characterizes in his section on Coca Cola. 
Additionally identify and discuss one aspect of human history that remained 
constant from the previous period. 
 

 


