


Journalism Course Syllabus

                                     Instructor: Mrs. Maria Cowell      

 Room C-8: 6th Period                                          email: mariac@villagechristian.org
Course Description
Journalism is a fast-paced, year-long production oriented class that will cover the fundamentals of various news writing styles, and current issues in media. The emphasis will be on news, sports, and feature writing, and news gathering and interviewing techniques. The class will develop the student's ability to connect with others and tell their stories in an engaging manner to the primary audience, the Village Christian High School student body.  

Students enrolled in this course will be part of a team, and must be willing to step up to the plate when the need arises, i.e. deadline pressure, assignments needing to be covered.  The nature of this course is such that students are expected to cover school events, including those that occur outside of the regular class time. Students enrolled in this course must demonstrate a high level of responsibility meeting deadlines. They must also be able to work under pressure, and work effectively as a member of a team.

This course will also touch on the changing nature of journalism, and how journalistic skills and ethics connect to social media and present day technologies. 

Course Objectives

This course is, first and foremost, a hands-on class whose main objective is the production of a quality, student publication, The Chronicle, published approximately every six weeks. Production will begin after an initial time of review (for returning students) and instruction (for new students). Toward that end, students will learn the following: 

· How to gather and organize information

· How to conduct interviews 

· How to write in different newspaper styles: hard news, feature, sports, reviews, editorials, surveys

· How to write captions, headlines and kickers

· How to take quality photos using a digital camera

· How to meet deadlines in a real-world application

· Layout  and graphics using Adobe InDesign software (layout editor primarily)

Writers will work in their primary area of interest, or "beat," However, all students will be required to write stories in different  categories to demonstrate proficiency in that area. The layout editor and business manager (TBD) will have primarily non-writing responsibilities.
Materials to be Used

The Associated Press Style Book, 2009 edition

(copies provided in class, but students can purchase an online version for one-user license at $25 at www.apstylebook.com)

Daily newspapers such as the Los Angeles Times, The Daily News, provided in class

Other required reading will be available in class through hand-outs, emails, and/or web links.

Grading

· Grades will be based on the following, in descending order of priority 

· Making the deadline:  40%
· Quality of work (thoroughness of story, creativity and/or objectivity, proper attribution, adherence to AP style, error-free, etc) ; 40%
· Worksheets/ exercises /assignments covering various news writing styles: 10%
· Participation (classroom discussion, contribution of ideas and suggestions, team and individual effort, and helping with fundraisers):  10%
Meeting Deadlines:

This class is organized around a production cycle; therefore hitting the deadline is top priority. Unless there is an emergency or illness, students must meet their deadline.  It is expected that students will have two to three articles per issue. 

All stories will receive two grades: deadline and quality of work.  Stories that are turned in on deadline will be credited under the Schedule A deadline; that is, receiving full 100% credit for making the deadline. Stories not submitted on deadline will be credited under Schedule B; that is, students will have two days to submit the story, with a 20% reduction for each day late.  After the two days, the story will be not be accepted for publication and a zero will be entered on that assignment for both deadline and quality of work. 

If a reporter misses their deadline in the real world of journalism, the story is not published: the whole newspaper cannot wait for a late story. If a student believes they will not hit their deadline  due to illness or emergency, that information must be communicated  to the adviser as soon as possible.
Quality of Work grades will be the final grade after the story has gone through all editing revisions. The goal is that as the year progresses, fewer revisions will be needed. 

Grading for Editors:

Although the layout editor may be called upon to contribute stories on occasion, the layout  editor's primary responsibility will be to create an aesthetically pleasing design, using the graphic and design elements of Adobe InDesign. The layout editor will be graded on  worksheets/exercises/assignments related to design, a layout deadline to have the paper ready for the printer, and a quality of work grade, as well. 
Production Cycle

The course will be divided into production cycles. Each cycle will cover different areas of newspaper writing and practices, and culminate with a printed issue.  A schedule for each production will be posted prior to the beginning of that cycle.  Students should check the website for details on what will be covered and the expectations for that cycle. 
Behavior

As journalists, students are expected to conduct themselves in a professional manner as they interact with their peers, teachers and interview subjects.  Members of the Chronicle staff are student leaders, and are, therefore, expected to conduct themselves ethically at all times in regard to behavior, in and out of the classroom, in the use of technology, and submission of story ideas and appropriate photos. Effective classroom time management is necessary to be successful in this course. Students are expected to be on time to class, come prepared to participate and work and assist their peers as their schedule allows. The Chronicle is a student publication with creative autonomy, but the publication of all articles is subject to the approval of the adviser. 

Please sign and return this syllabus by Friday, September 11, 2009 as part of your participation grade for first quarter.
I have read and understand the course syllabus above
___________________________________________________________Date:______________________

Student

___________________________________________________________Date:______________________

Parent and/or Guardian 

