Syllabication
Syllabication is an important part of spelling and reading.  This year, students will be reviewing and practicing how to break words into syllables and how to identify the syllable division patterns used.  Syllabication will be a part of most weekly spelling tests.
To do syllabication, the following steps must be followed:

1. First, determine how many vowel sounds the word has.  This will help identify how many syllables the word has, since each syllable must have a vowel sound. **(see c+le)
2. Next, students should properly divide the word into syllables.  This is done by considering whether the syllables are open or closed or have other special patterns.

3. Once the word has been divided into syllables, students should identify the pattern that is shown at each syllable break.  Special patterns should be used instead of vowel/consonant patterns whenever they apply to a word.
Open syllables: A syllable is called an open syllable if it ends with a vowel.  Normally, the vowel will say its name (or second/long sound) at the end of a syllable.  


Example: open would be divided o pen because the o is saying its name (second sound), 


    so it must be at the end of a syllable.

Closed syllables: A syllable is called a closed syllable if it ends with a consonant.  Normally, the vowel will say its first/short sound when it is not at the end of the syllable.


Example: happen would be divided hap pen because the a is saying its first sound (short 


    sound), so it would not be at the end of the syllable.
Vowel/Consonant Patterns

Patterns for open syllables:


v cv
(vowel-consonant-vowel)




Examples: 
o  pen
  
be  long
  ba  by

  pa  per

v v
(vowel-vowel)




Examples: 
re  al

Patterns of closed syllables:


vc
(vowel-consonant)  **to use this code, the following syllable must begin with a 





vowel




Examples: an  y

cvc
(consonant-vowel-consonant)
**to use this code, the following syllable must 






    begin with a vowel




Examples: riv  er
ver  y

sev  en

cov  er


vc cv
(vowel-consonant-consonant-vowel)




Examples: hap  pen

lis  ten

man  ner

vc ccv
(vowel-consonant-consonant-consonant-vowel)




Examples: coun  try
con  tract
dis  trict
ad  dress

Special Patterns


p
(prefix)  This pattern is used whenever a word has a prefix.



Examples: re  done
mis  spell
un  like


s
(suffix)
  This pattern is used whenever a word has a suffix.



Examples: plant  ed 
  set  ting
help  er


c+le
(consonant +le) **A syllable such as tle  in little has a job 4 silent e.  This silent e 




     
does not have a vowel sound, but still indicates a separate 




 
syllable.  Whenever a word has a job 4 silent e, that syllable 




must be counted with other syllables that have vowel 





sounds.



Examples: lit  tle
dou  ble
ap  ple

a  ble

phg 
(phonogram)  Phonograms are not divided into separate syllables.



Examples: moth  er
au  thor
broth  er


cw
(compound word)  Compound words are divided into the two separate words.



Examples: in  to
Sun  day
in  side

Putting it all together

Here is an example of how to think through the syllabication of a word.

happening
1. The word happening has three vowel sounds.  That means that it also has three syllables.

2. The first vowel sound, the a, is saying its first sound, so it must not be at the end of the syllable.  There will be a consonant at the end of the syllable (closed).  The first syllable must be hap. At the next syllable break, I see that the suffix ing has been added to the base word happen.  The second syllable is pen and the third syllable is ing.
3. hap  pen  ing 
The first syllable is a closed syllable and does not have any special pattern for me to consider.  I see that the second syllable begins with one consonant, so the first code must be vccv.  The second pattern must be s because a suffix was used.

4. My complete syllabication would be:  hap  pen  ing  (vccv, s)
