VILLAGE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL




              ENGLISH 9

BOB RENNIE, INSTRUCTOR


SYLLABUS: 2010-2011
TEXTBOOKS: ELEMENTS OF LITERATURE: THIRD COURSE, Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1997; GRAMMAR AND COMPOSITION, GRADE 9, Prentice –Hall, 1987; STUDENT COPIES OF NOVELS AND/OR PLAYS.

PURPOSE: To gain an understanding of the elements of an essay and to acquire a working knowledge as well. We also desire to expose students to a variety of outstanding literature and in the process, build their reading comprehension, critical thinking and vocabulary skills, as well as helping them in the process of being changed into the image of Christ.

COURSE OUTLINE:



Unit I – The Multiparagraph Essay



Unit II – To Kill a Mockingbird


Unit III – Great Expectations


Unit IV – Romeo and Juliet
I sincerely hope you will find your year in English 9 both interesting and challenging. You will learn to write in a way that will allow you to organize your thoughts and ideas effectively and that will serve you well as you continue your academic career. You will also read literature that I feel you will enjoy, and at the same time develop your ability to really think about what you are reading. I want you to participate and not just be a spectator in this process. The more involved you become, the more interesting and rewarding your class will be. Most importantly, there is a great deal that literature is able to teach us about our Christian walk. I pray that all of us will grow in our commitment to Christ as we study together this year.

CLASS AND HOMEWORK: Written homework will be collected at the beginning of class. Classwork and/or homework that is turned-in late, on the day it is due, will be marked down 20%. Work turned-in the next day is marked down 50%. After that it becomes a zero. Assignments that receive a zero grade may be made up, during the quarter assigned, to a maximum of three.  Work assigned at least three days in advance of the due date is to be turned-in on the due date, whether or not the student is actually at school. If you know that you will be absent on the due date, you must make arrangements to get your work to school, perhaps with a friend or parent.
MAKE-UP WORK: When you return from an absence, it is your responsibility to find out any assignments you have missed. Asking the teacher or checking the website are the most reliable ways to accomplish this.  You have the same number of days you were absent, plus one, to turn-in missed work and make-up quizzes or tests. Work not made-up within this time frame will receive a “0”. It is up to you to arrange a time to make-up quizzes or tests.  If you miss class because of a school-related activity, you must check with me before you leave campus to get your assignments. You are responsible to complete them before our next meeting day. 

TARDIES: You must be in your seat before the tardy bell begins to ring, or you will receive a tardy. If you are tardy because a teacher or staff person detained you, you will be excused if you bring a signed note from that person when you arrive. You must have the note with you when you get to class. No note, no excused tardy.

TEXTBOOKS AND MATERIALS: Our regular textbooks, and some of the plays/novels, cannot leave the classroom. It is possible, however, to checkout these materials overnight. If you need to checkout a textbook or novel, just let me know, and we will arrange it. You are also required to have a free reading book with you each day.  This is explained more fully in a separate handout.

OUTSIDE READING: Students are required to complete 400 pages of outside reading per quarter. You will learn more about this the first day of class.

ESSAYS: Essays will be assigned approximately every six weeks following the initial writing unit.

 GRADES: Your grade is determined by dividing the total number of points earned, by the number of assignment weights. The weighting, which is subject to change, is as follows:



In-class free reading


1 weight (100 points)

 

Reading Quizzes


1 weight (100 points)



Cornell Notes on Reading 

1 weight (200 points)





Section tests



4 weights (400 points)



Unit tests



8 weights (800 points)



Essay packets



2 weights (200 points)



Essay final drafts


10 weights (1000 points)



Final exam



10-12 weights (1000-1200 points)



Outside reading


1/10 of the total grade

CONTACTING YOUR TEACHER: I am available most days after school or during my office hours: odd days, period 5. If you want to see me, please feel free to come by.  You can also reach me through the school e-mail or by phone. I will do my best to reply in a timely fashion. I pray that we can work together to make this school year the very best possible.

