                           Economics

           Village Christian High School

     Syllabus: 2012
Purpose:


Economics is a way of thinking about the economy by using a set of analytical tools. These tools help us understand how the economy operates and what the consequences of various approaches to solving economic problems might be. The goal of high school economics is to teach students how to apply the tools of economic analysis to the personal community, and national economic issues students face.

Course Outline:


Unit 1
Fundamental Economic Concepts (3 weeks)



 -   What is Economics?




 -   Economics Systems and Decision Making




 -   Business Organizations


Unit 2 Microeconomics (4 weeks)



-   Demand




-   Supply




-   Prices and Decision Making




-   Market Structures


Unit 3 Macroeconomics: Institutions (5 weeks)
· Employment, Labor, and Wages

· Sources of Government Revenue

· Government Spending

· Money and Banking

· Financial Markets

Unit 4 Macroeconomics: Policies (4 weeks)

· Economic Performance

· Economic Instability

· The Fed and Monetary Policy

· Achieving Economic Stability

Student Expectations:


-be prepared for class with paper, pencils, and pen,


-give your best effort on every assignment


-contribute to the learning atmosphere of the class


-read assigned chapters and take notes before coming to class

-respect the teacher and other students when they are speaking.

Notes:


Students are required to take Cornell notes on each section of each chapter in the textbook, both in class and outside of class. These must be done in pencil or pen and may be used on the chapter test. These are each worth 1 weight.
Quizzes:


There will be a quiz for each section of the chapter. These are each worth 1 weight.
Tests:


There will be a test at the conclusion of each chapter. Each test is worth 8 weights. Student notes may be used on tests as long as the notes are handwritten. There will be unit tests as well; each unit test is worth 12 weights. The final exam is worth 20 weights.
Vocabulary:


You are required to write definitions for at least 20 vocabulary words for each chapter. Each set of 20 words is worth 1 weight.  Extra definitions will receive 1 bonus point per definition. These may be used on chapter tests as long as they are handwritten.

Essays:

There will be 2 or 3 essays written in class on various topics. Each essay is worth 10 weights. 

Business Report:


The business report is explained in a separate handout and is worth 20 weights.

Stock Market Game:


The Stock Market Game is a simulation over a 10 week period. It requires work both in and outside of class. More information will be given in a separate handout. The completed project will be worth 10 weights. 
Simulations:


Each unit will likely have at least one simulation to illustrate an economic concept(s). These game-like activities are designed to give students hands-on experience.

Outside Reading:

You are required to do 400 pages of outside reading related to economics for the third quarter. More information will be imparted during the first week of school. Some books automatically fulfill the 400 page requirement; these books are marked with an * on the list of possible outside reading books. All book reports are oral interviews with me. It is your responsibility during the interview to convince me you read the book. If you convince me, you will receive credit for the number of pages in the book. Oral book interviews may be scheduled at anytime during the first 8 weeks of the third quarter. Note the due dates on the board.

Late Work:


Work may be turned in late for twenty percent off on the day it is due and for half credit the following day. After that it becomes a permanent zero. A maximum of 3 zeroes may be made-up each quarter.
Absences:

When you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what work you missed. The best ways to do this are speaking to me or through the website. Do not assume that you know everything you missed; always check to make sure you don’t miss any assignments. You have the same number of days you were absent plus one to complete make up work. After that all uncompleted assignments become zeroes.
Tardies: 

You must be in your seat when the tardy bell begins to ring. If you are not, you are tardy, no exceptions. If you want your tardy to be excused, you must bring a signed note with you at the time of the tardy. No note, no excused tardy. 
